
 

Sermon Summary: Living by 
Faith - Romans 1:8-17 
The sermon focuses on Paul's opening words in the book of Romans, particularly his 
statement, "The righteous will live by faith" (Romans 1:17). The speaker explores 
what faith is, why it matters, and how Christians can grow in it. 

1. The Context of Romans 
Paul wrote his letter to the Roman church around AD 56 during his third missionary 
journey, before he had ever visited Rome. The church there was a diverse mix of 
Jewish and Gentile believers. Although Paul had never met most of them, he 
regularly prayed for them and longed to visit them for mutual encouragement and 
spiritual growth. 

2. The Importance of Christian Community 
Paul did not see himself as arriving in Rome merely to teach others. He expected 
both to encourage and be encouraged by fellow believers. The speaker highlights 
that Christians grow stronger when they share testimonies, support one another, and 
learn from each other's experiences of God's faithfulness. 

3. "I Am Not Ashamed of the Gospel" 
In the Roman world, Christianity was often mocked because Jesus had been 
crucified, a form of execution associated with shame and low status. Despite this, 
Paul boldly declared that he was not ashamed of the gospel because it is God's 
power for salvation. The speaker uses the example of ancient anti-Christian graffiti to 
illustrate the ridicule early Christians faced. 

4. Righteousness Comes Through Faith 
The sermon explains that righteousness means being good, pure, and upright, 
qualities that belong perfectly to God. Human beings are not naturally righteous, but 
through Jesus' death and resurrection, believers are given God's righteousness. 
Salvation is therefore received by faith, not by personal goodness or achievements. 

 

 



 

5. What Faith Really Is 
Drawing from Hebrews 11, faith is described as: 
 
"Confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see." 
 
Faith is not blind wishful thinking. Rather, it is trust based on God's character, 
promises, and the evidence of His work throughout history. Biblical figures such as 
Abraham, Moses, Rahab, David, and others demonstrate lives lived in faith. 

6. Faith Is Based on Trustworthy Evidence 
Kathryn emphasises that Christian faith is not merely emotional or irrational. It is 
grounded in the historical reality of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection, supported by 
biblical eyewitness accounts and historical testimony. While faith involves trust, it is 
not a leap into the dark. 

7. Personal Testimony 
Kathryn shares their own journey to faith. Although they grew up knowing many facts 
about the Bible, it wasn't until age 15 that they personally trusted Jesus and entered 
into a relationship with Him. This illustrates the difference between knowing about 
Jesus and actually placing one's faith in Him. 

8. Faith Can Be Weak and Still Be Real 
Using the story of the father in Mark 9 who cried, "I do believe; help me overcome 
my unbelief," the sermon encourages believers who struggle with doubt. Jesus 
welcomed that man's honest faith and helped him despite his uncertainty. Christians 
do not need perfect faith; they need faith in a faithful Saviour. 

9. How Faith Grows 
The speaker identifies four practical ways faith grows: 

●​ Reading God's Word - Scripture strengthens faith. 
●​ Prayer - Seeing God answer prayer builds trust. 
●​ Fellowship with Other Christians - Hearing testimonies and sharing life 

encourages faith. 
●​ Putting Faith into Practice - Obeying God and stepping out in trust is the 

most powerful way faith matures. 

Like the wise builder who built his house on the rock, believers grow stronger when 
they act on Jesus' teachings. 



 

Key Takeaway 
The central message is that Christians are made righteous through Jesus and are 
called to live by faith. Faith is trust in a God who is always faithful, even when 
circumstances are difficult or doubts arise. As believers read Scripture, pray, share 
life with other Christians, and obey God's Word, their faith grows stronger and 
deeper over time.  
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